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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for notifying an offline global computer network user of 
an online interaction in which the offlin e user could participat e, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

monitoring users who log in to a website: 

as each user logs in, comparing specifying notification criteria of the offline user A 
the notification criteria specifying a particular user that logs in to the website ; and 

when the particular user lops in to the website, sending a notification that the 
particular user has logged in to the website, the notification initiating an offline 
communication to the offline user 

monitoring activities occurring on th e global computer n e twork; 

oomporing the activiti e s to th e notification criteria; and 

if th e activities satisfy the notification oriteria, 

forwarding an offline communication to the offline user, wh e r e in th e 

offline communication notifies tho offline us e r of th e onlin e interaction . 

2. (Cancel) 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I, wherein the website onlin e interaction is a 
chat room and the notification criteria further comprise at least one off 

a number of users logged into the chat room, 
a particular us e r logs into the chat room, and 

a request that the offline user log into the chat room, wherein the request is sent by 
a user logged into the chat room. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the website onlin e int e raction is a 
game site and the notification criteria further comprise at least one of* 
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a number of users logged into the game site, 
q particular user logs into th e gome sito, and 

a request that the offline user log into the game site, wherein the request is sent by 
a user logged into the game site. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the website online? interaotton is an 
auction site and the notification criteria comprise entry of a bid that exceeds a high bid 
submitted bv the offline user instant m e ssaging sorvico and tho notification criteria 
comprise on event in whioh a buddy from a buddy list of th e offline uoor Logo onto th e 
instant messaging o e rvic e. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the website onlin e int e raction is an 
auction site and the notification criteria comprise at least one of: entry of a bid that 
exceeds a high bid submitted by th e offlin e user, and a number of bids submitted within a 
certain duration. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, further comprising reporting the 
indication to another offline user wh e r o in tho online interaction is a call over th e global 
computer network and th e notification crit e ria comprise an ovont in whioh th e offlin e 
subscrib e r r e c e iv e s on unanswer e d call over th e global computer network . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising at least one of storing 
wher e in tho stop of specifying further comprises sp e cifying contact information of the 
offline user, and tho fltcp of forwarding comprises retrieving the contact information of 
the offline user A and sending forwording the offline communication to the offline user in 
accordance with the contact information. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the contact information comprises a 
communication device type and an address of the communication device. 
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10. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the contact information comprises a plurality 
of communication device types of the offline user, addresses for each of the plurality of 
communication device types, and an order in which to attempt the plurality of 
communication device types. 

1 1. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4- 8, wherein the step of sending forwarding 
the offline communication comprises sending, forwarding the offline communication to 
one of a wireline telephone, a wireless telephone, a caller identification device, a wireless 
access protocol device, a one-way pager, and an interactive pager. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

receiving an indication from tho offlin e user as to whether the offline user will log 
in to the website join th e online interaction ; and 

reporting the indication to an online user users with whom tho online interaction 
would take plaoo . 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein the step of sending forwarding 
the offline communication comprises sending forwarding the offline communication to 
one of a wireline telephone and a wireless telephone, 

wherein the step of receiving the indication comprises receiving input of the 
offline user through an interactive voice response unit, and 

wherein the step of reporting the indication comprises transmitting the indication 
to the online user users through a the global computer network. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, wherein the step of receiving the 
indication comprises receiving audio input of the offline user and converting the audio 
input to text for transmission through the global computer network to the online user 

US@T9* 
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15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, wherein the step of receiving the 
indication comprises receiving audio input of the offline user, recording the audio input 
as in a digital audio file, and transmitting the digital audio file through the global 
computer network to the online user users . 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein the step of sending forwarding 
the offline communication comprises sending forwardin g the offline communication to 
one of an interactive pager and a wireless access protocol device, 

wherein the step of receiving the indication comprises receiving input of the 
offline user from the interactive pager or the wireless access protocol device, and 

wherein the step of reporting the indication comprises transmitting the indication 
to the online user users through the global computer network. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the input comprises one of a standard 
message and a customized message. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the notification comprises offlin e 
communication states the notification criteri a, states that the notification criteria hoc b ee n 
satisfi e d, and stat e s a time and a date that the notification criteria was satisfied. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4- 8, further comprising the step of requiring 
the offline user to provide a passcode before forwarding the offline communication. 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer system for providing notification of an online 
interaction occurring on a global computer network, the computer system performing the 
steps of oomnriging : 

monitoring users who log in to a website: 
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as each user logs in, comparing notification criteria of an offline user, the 
notification criteria specifying a particular user that logs in to the website: and 

when the particular user logs in to the website, sending a notification that the 
particular user has logged in to the website, the notification initiating an offline 
communication to the offline user 

(a) a plurality of n e twork users, wherein the plurality of network uaero 

performs activiti e s on tho global comput e r n e twork related to the online intorootion; 

(b) an offlino global comput e r network u se r; and 

a servic e provid e r in communication with tho plurality of network users 

and tho offlino global comput e r n e twork us e r, 

wheroin tho servic e provider is in communication with tho plurality of network 
users through th e global computer network, 

wherein th e s e rvic e provid e r has a communication interfac e through whioh the 
service provid e r is in oommunioation with tho offlin e global comput e r n e twork user, 

wh e r e in th e servic e provider is adapt e d to monitor th e aotivitioo of tho plurality of 
network users, 

wherein tho oorvioo provider io adapt e d to oompar e th e activities to criteria for 
notifying the offlin e global oomputer network user of tho online int e raction, and 

wh e rein th e servic e provider is adapted to notify tho offlin e global comput e r 
n e twork user through - th e communication interface if tho activities satisfy tho criteria . 

21. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 20, wherein the website is a chat 
room and the notification criteria further comprise at least one of i) a number of users 
logged into the chat room and i\\ a request that the offline user log into the chat room, 
wherein the request is sent bv a user logged into the chat room oommunioation interface 
io adapted to notify th e offlin e global oomputer n e twork uo e r through on e of a wir e lin e 
telephone, a wireless telephone, a eallor identification dovioo, a wiroloss aoooos protocol 
device, o on e way pager; and an interactive pag e r . 



page 6 

PACE 6/25 * RCVD AT 4*21/2005 7:59:14 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1fO * DNIS:8729308 * CSID:91 93876959 * DURATION (mm-ss): 10-10 



Rpr 21 2005 7:01RM SCOTT P ZIMMERMAN PLLC 9193876959 



BS0IO66 

U.S. Application No. 09/923,320 Examiner MARTIN Art Unit 2 1 54 

Response to January 27, 2005 Office Action 

22. (Currently Amended) The computer syst e m of claim 20, wherein the website is a game 
site and the notification criteria further comprise at least one of ft a n umber of users 
lodged into the game site and ii) a request that the offline user log into the game site, 
wherein the request is sent bv a user logged into the game site service providor is ada pted 
to receiv e a response from the offline global computer network user, and to transmit the 
response to at least one of the plurality of n e twork us e r s, 

23. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 20, wherein the website is an auction 
site and the notification criteria comprise entry of a bid that exceeds a high bid submitted 
bv the offline user oornmuniootion interface is adapt e d to notify tho offline global 
comput e r notworlc us e r through one of a wireline telephone and a wireless t elephone^ 

wherein the communication interface inolud e s an intcrootiv e voic e response unit 
with which to r e ceive a response from tho offline global computer network user, and 

whoroin th e s e rvic e provider is adopt e d to transmit th e r e sponse to at least one of 
th o plurality of network us e rs . 

24. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 20, wherein the computer further 
performs at least one of the following steps: i) storing contact information of the offline 
user, ii) retrieving the contact information of the offline user, and iii) sending the offline 
communication to the offline user in accordance with the contact information activities 
compris e at least on e of ohat room aotivity, gome site activity, instant mossaging activity, 
auction activity, and activity r e lated to oalls over th e global comput e r network . 

25. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 20 2^ wherein the contact 
information comprises a communication device type and an address of the 
communication device criteria eompriso one of: 

a numb e r of uooro logg e d into on e of a chat room and a game site, 
a particular user logs into ono of a ohot room and a gam e sit e , 
a requ e st that tho offline global comput e r network U3or log into on e of a ohat room 
and a gam e site, 
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on event in wfaioh a buddy from a buddy lipt of the offline global comput e r 
network user logo onto on instant messaging servic e , 

entry of on auction bid that exceeds a high bid submitt e d by the offline global 
computer network ui)or» 

a - numbcr of bids submitted to on auotion within a oortain duration, and 

an event in whioh the offline subscriber receiv e s an unanswered call over the 
global computer network . 

26. (Currently Amended) The computer syst e m of claim 20 24, wherein the contact 
information comprises a plurality of communication device types of the offline user, 
addresses for each of the plurality of communication device types, and an order in which 
to attempt the plurality of communication device types further comprising a database 
aooosoible to the sorvio e provid e r, wherein the database contain s the crit e rio . 

27. (Currently Amended) Hie computer system of claim 26 24, wherein the step of sending 
thft offline pommum cation comprises sending the offline communication to one of a 
wireline telephone, a wireless telephone, a caller identification device, a wireless access 
protocol device- a one-way eager, and an interactive pager databaso oontaino contact 
information defining how to notify the offline global computer network us e r . 

28. (Currently Amended) The computer syst e m of claim 27- 20, wherein the contoot 
informati on — comprises — a — communication — devic e — type — and — aa — oddreag — of th e 
communication devio e computer further performs the following steps : 

receiving an indication f as to whether the offline user will log in to the website: 

and 

reporting the indication to an online user . 
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29. (Currently Amended) The computer s ystem of claim 26 24> wherein th e step of sending 
the offline communication comprises sending the offline communication to one of a 
wireline telephone and a wireless telephone. 

wherein the step of receiving the indication comprises receivin g input of the 
offline use r thmnph an interactive voice response unit, and 

wherein the step of reporting the indication comprises transmi tting the indication 
to the online user through a global computer network databoae contains a pnsoood e that 
the offline global computer n e twork user must provid e to receive the notification . 

30. (Currently Amended) A system fe* providing notification of an online interaction 
occurring on a global computer network, the system comprising performing the steps of : 

monitoring users who log in to a website; 

as each user logs in, comparing notification criteria of an offline user, the 
notification criteria specifying a particular user that logs in to the website: and 

when the particular user logs in to the website, sending an offline communication 
to the offline user, the offline communication notifying the offline user that the particular 
user has logged in to the website 

(a) an offlin e global comput e r network user; 

(b) a plurality of n e twork user s in communication with the global computer 

network^ 

(e) a site in oornmunioation with tho plurality of n e twork us e rs through tho 

global comput e r network, 

wher e in th e plurality of network users p e rform activities related to th e 
onlin e int e raction on tho site, 

wh e r e in the site is adapted to monitor the activities of tho plurality of 
network users, and 

wherein tho site is adapt e d to comparo the activitioo to criteria for 
notifying tho offline global comput e r network user of an onlin e interaction; and 
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(d) a flervioo provider in communioQtion with th e sito and the offlino global 

computer network user-, 

wheroin th e service provider is in communication with the sito through the global 
computer network, 

whoroin the servic e provid e r has a communioQtion interface through which th e 
3orvioo provider io in communication with th e offline global comput e r network user, and 

whoroin the sit e is adaptod to notify th e service provider if the activiti e s satisfy th e 
criteria in response to which th e service prosidor io adapt e d to notify tho offline global 
oomput e r notwork user through th e communication intcrfoo e. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 30, wherein the website is a chat room and the 
notification criteria further comprise at least one of i) a number of users logged into the 
chat room and ii) a request that the offline user log into the chat room, wherein the 
request is sent bv a user logged into the chat room furth e r oomprioing a database 
accessibl e to the stito, whoroin the databas e contains th e criteria . 

32. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 34- 30> wherein the website is a game site and 
the notification criteria further comprise at least one of 0 a number of users logged into 
the game site and in a request that the offline user log into the game site, wherein the 
request is sent bv a user logged into the game site databaao oontoino contact information 
of th e offline global oomputer network us e r, and wherein - the site pasoos th e contact 
information to th e service provider . 

33. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 34 30, wherein the website is an auction site 
and the notification criteria comprise entry of a bid that exceeds a high bid submitted bv 
the offline user further oomprioing a s e cond database accessible to the service provid e r, 
wher e in th e s econd database contains contact information of th e offlin e global computer 
n e twork user . 
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34. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 30, wherein the system furt her performs at 
least one of the following steps: i> storing contact information of the offline user, v) 
retrieving the contact information of the offline user, and iip sending th e offline 
communication to the offline user in accordance with the contact information 
communication interface is adapted to notify th e offline global computer network us e r 
through one of a wireline t e l e phone, a wireless telephone, a poll e r identification dovie e , a 
wireless access protocol device, a on e way pag e r, and an interactiv e pag e r . 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 30 34, wherein the contact information 
comprises a communication device type and an address of the communication device 
service provider is adapted to receive a response from the offline global computer 
network user, and to transmit tho responso to at least one of th e plurality of network us e rs . 

36. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 30 34, wherein the contact information 
comprises a plurality of communication device types of the offline user, addresses for 
each of the plurality of communication device types, and an order in which to attempt the 
plurality of communication device types communication int e rfac e is adapted to notify th e 
offlin e global computer network user through on e of a wireline tel e phon e and a wir e l e ss 
telephon e , 

wherein the communication interface includ e s on int e ractive voice re s ponse unit 
with which to receiv e a r e spons e from the offline global computer n e twork us e r, and 

wherein tho aervioo provider is adapt e d to transmit tho response to at l e ast on e of 
th e plurality of n e twork users . 

37. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 30 34, wherein the step of sending the offline 
communication comprises sending the offline communication to one of a wireline 
telephone, a wireless telephone, a caller identification device, a wireless access protocol 
device, a one-way pager, and an interactive pager activiti e s comprise at least one of ohat 
room activity, gam e sit e activity, instant m e ssaging activity, auction activity, and activity 
r e lat e d to calls ov e r the global comput e r network . 
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38. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 30 7 wherein the system farther performs the 
following steps : 

receiving an indication from the offline user as to whether the offline user will log 
in to the website: and 

reporting the indication to an online user 

criteria compris e one of; 

q numb e r of uaera logged into one of a ohat room and a gom e sit e , 
a particular user logs into one of a chat room and a game si te? 
a request that the offline global computer network us e r log into one of a ohat room 
and a game oit e , 

an event in which a buddy from a buddy Hot of the offline global comput e r 
network user logo onto an instant m e ssaging servic e , 

entry of an auotion bid that exc ee ds a high bid submitted by the offlin e global 
oomput e r network uoer, 

a numb e r of bida oubmittod to an auction within a certain duration, and 

an ovont in whioh the offlin e subscrib e r rec e ives an unanswered call over the 
global oomputer network. 

39. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 3© 38, wherein the step of sending the offline 
rommuni cation comprises sending the offline communication to one of a wireline 
telephone and a wireless telephone. 

wherein the step of receiving the indication comprises receiving input of the 
offline user through an interactive voice response uniu and 

wherein the step of reporting the indication comprises transmitting the indication 
to the online user through a global computer network 

further comprising n plurality of offlin e global comput e r network us e rs, 
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whoroin tho oorvioo provider io in communication with tho plurality of offline 
global computer network users through tho communication interface, 

whoroin tho sit e contains a list of subscrib e rs who want to roocivc the notification 
of tho online interaction, whoroin the subscribers aro part of the plurality of offline global 
computer network users, 

wherein tho criteria comprises a request from tho plurality of network users for at 
loogt on e of the subscribers to log onto th e sit e , and 

whoroin tho service provider is adapted to notify tho at loast one of tho subscribers 
through tho communication interfac e. 

40. (Currently Amended) A system for notifying an offline global computer network user of 
an online interaction in whioh tho offline user oould participate , the system comprising: 

(a) a means for retrieving specifying notification criteria of the offline user^^the 
notification criteria specifying a particular user th at logs in to a website; 

(b) a means for monitoring users who log in to the website activiti e s occurring on th e 
global oomputor network ; 

(c) a means for comparing the lop ped in users activities to the notification criteria; 
and 

(d) a means for sending a notification that the particular u ser has logged in to the 
website, the notification initiating an offline commu nication to the offline user 
forwarding on offline communication to tho offlin e user, wherein the offlin e 
communication notifi e s the offline user of the online interaction . 

41. (Currently Amended) The system method of claim 40 ? wherein the website onlin e 
interaction is one of a chat room, a game site, an inotant messaging service, and an 
auctio n, and a call made over the global comput e r network . 

42. (Currently Amended) A method for notifying an offline global computer network user of 
an interaction in which the offline user could participate, wherein the interaction occurs 
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on a website global computer network site that facilitat e s rool tim e online interactions 
between two or more users, the method comprising the steps of: 

retrieving ostabliohing conditions under which to notify the offline user, the 
conditions specifying a particular user that log s in to the website; 

monitoring activities on the oit e users who log in to th e website; 

comparing the logged in users activiti e s to the conditions; and 

if the activities satisfy the conditions, sending a p otification that the particular 
user has logged in to the website, the notification initiating an offline com munication to 
the offline user notifying the offline user via on offline communication of th e interaction . 

43 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 42, wherein the web site is one of a chat site, a 
game site, and an auction site. 

44. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 42, wherein the global computer n e twork is 
the Int e rnet further comprising at least one of the following steps : i) storing contact 
information of the offline user, ii) retrieving the contact informati on of the offline user, 
and iii) sending the offline communication to the offline user in ac cordance with the 
contact information . 

45. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 42, wherein the conditions are further 
comprise one of: 

when the number of users logged into the site exceed a preset amount,. 
when a parrioular uaor logo into the sit e , and 

when a user logged into the site requests that the offline user log into the site. 

46. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 42 44* wherein the offline communication is 
one of a wireline telephone call, a wireless telephone call, a message sent to a caller 
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identification device, a message sent to a wireless access protocol device, a message sent 
to a one-way pager, and a message sent to an interactive pager. 

47. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 42, further comprising the steps of: 

receiving an indication from th e offlin e user as to whether the offline user will 
join the interaction; and 

reporting the indication to users logged into the web site. 

48. (Currently Amended) A method for notifying an offline global computor network user of 
an interaction in which the offline user could participate, wherein the interaction occurs 
on an instant messaging service, the method comprising the steps of: 

associating a group of users with the offline user; 

monitoring whether a particular user logs users of tho group of us e rs log into the 
instant messaging service; 

if a the particular user of the group users logs into the instant messaging service, 
then sending a notification that the particular user has logged in to the instant messaging 
service, the notification initiating an offline communication to the offline user notifying 
th e offlin e uoor via an offlin e communication of tho interaction with th e us e r; 

receiving an indication as to whether the offline user will join the instant 
messaging service: and 

reporting the indication to users logged into the instant messaging service . 

49. (Cancel) 

50. (Cancel) 

51. (Currently Amended) A method for notifying an offline global oomputor network user of 
activities occurring on an auction web site, the method comprising the steps of: 
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retrieving establishin g conditions under which to notify the offline use r, the 
conditions specifying a particular user that logs in to the auction website ; 

monitoring the activities on th e users who log in to the auction web site: 
comparing the activiti e s logged in users to the conditions; and 
if the activities satisfy the conditions, sending a notification that the particular 
user has logged in to the auction website, the notification initiating an offline 
communication to the offline user notifying th e offline us e r of the ootiviti e o via one of a 
t e lephon e and a caller identification dovioo . 

52. (Original) The method of claim 51, wherein the conditions are one of: 

when a bid is entered that exceeds a high bid of the offline user, and 
when the number of bids entered with a duration exceeds a preset amount. 

53. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51 , further comprising the steps of: 

receiving an indication from the offlin e us e r as to whether the offline user will log 
onto the auction web site and participat e in the activiti e s ; and 

reporting the indication to a user us e rs logged into the auction webs ite* 

54. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51 , further comprising the step of stops of: 

r e c e iving a high bid from the offline user via th e on e of a telephone and a call e r 
identification device; and 

reporting the a high bid from the offline user to users logged into the auction 
web site. 
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55. (Currently Amended) A method for notifying an offlin e global computer network a user 
of a call over a global computer network to the offlin e user, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

monitoring flio global computer network for calls to a the network address of the 
offlin e user; and 

if a call from a calling party to the network address is unanswered, notifying the 
offline user of the unanswered call via an offline communication; 

receiving an indication from the user as to whether the user will accept th e call to 
the network address; and 

reporting the indication to the calling party . 

56. (Original) The method of claim 55, wherein the offline communication is one of a 
wireline telephone call, a wireless telephone call, a message sent to a caller identification 
device, a message sent to a wireless access protocol device, a message sent to a one-way 
pager, and a message sent to an interactive pager. 



57. (Cancel) 
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